Opinions of Boulder City Council candidates on a proposed

new performing arts venue in downtown Boulder.

Boulder Music Alliance, an informal alliance of 35 performing music organizations in Boulder, is interested in creating a community Auditorium in downtown Boulder for music performances. It is their opinion that current venues such as Macky Auditorium, Boulder Theater and others do not adequately serve their needs in terms of size primarily, but also in terms of price and availability.

As a public service, the BMA polled Boulder’s City Council candidates who are running in the November 2009 election to gather their opinions on this idea.

The following are the results of the survey. It includes the original questionnaire given to the candidates, and the candidates answers, below. 
The results are published here by the Boulder County Arts Alliance as a public service to the people of Boulder City and County. We believe this is an important dialog to be having with the candidates and the people living here.
QUESTIONNAIRE from BMA (contained in this letter to Candidates)
TO: 
2009 Candidates for Election to City Council

FROM:
Boulder Music Alliance

DATE:
8-Oct-2009

SUBJECT: Position on Proposal to Create a Community Auditorium for Music Performance

Background:

Boulder is a wonderful city with many amenities for its citizens’ use and enjoyment – recreation centers, biking trails, arts fairs, farmers’ market, Pearl St. Mall, etc. It no doubt surpasses other front range cities in these areas, however, it does not measure up to Pueblo, Ft. Collins, Arvada, Lakewood, Colorado Springs, Greeley, or Broomfield which all have public spaces dedicated to the performing arts. Other smaller regional communities such as Estes Park, Longmont, and Louisville are on their way to getting such facilities. A coalition of 35 musical organizations, Boulder Music Alliance, all members of the Boulder County Arts Alliance has recently been formed. Its goal is to obtain a venue devoted mainly to musical performances of local groups such as Boulder Philharmonic, Boulder Bach Festival, winter performances of Colorado Music Festival, Boulder Chorale, Boulder Chamber Orchestra, and the countless other performances that are spread throughout the city in unsatisfactory venues at the present time. Such a goal, given its limited nature, should be achievable.

Purpose of Survey:

The successful outcome of this project will necessarily involve the City of Boulder and its Council. We are therefore asking for your response to a few questions regarding our proposal. Please remember that each of our member groups has members of their own as well as audiences whose total numbers are quite significant. The results of this survey will be transmitted to our member groups who will in turn relay those results to their members and audiences. Please give answers to the questions listed below and send them by Oct 16th  via email to the addresses given below. Thank you!

Questionaire:

Do you believe that the city of Boulder should have a municipal facility for the performance of music?
What would you propose as to capacity of such a facility?
What do you think would be the ideal location for such a facility?
Would you support the city’s participation in obtaining a site for such a facility?
Would you support the city’s taking responsibility in part or in full for obtaining funds for its construction by means of a public bond issue in conjunction with private donations?
Would you be in favor of having the city manage (ie run and maintain) such a facility once it’s operational?
Would you support a city-citizen partnership to accomplish this goal?

Word has just been received by the Boulder County Arts Alliance that: “Once again the readers of American Style magazine have named Boulder as among America’s Top 25 Arts Destinations – we’re No 8 among towns our size. The magazine recognizes the power of arts in promoting economic development and community revitalization.”

By pursuing the development of the arts by giving them a home, Boulder can, in the future, move up the list to become No. 1!

Thank you so much for taking the time to read our proposal and give answers to our questionnaire! We look forward to working with Council on this project in the near future.

Judy Reid, BMA President  



Margot Brauchli, BMA Secretary


Judith Trent, Board Member



Melinda Mattingly, Board Member


RESPONSES TO QUESTIONAIRE  (in alphabetical order)

1. MATT APPLEBAUM  

1. Do you believe that the city of Boulder should have a municipal facility for the 

performance of Music?

This is a great concept, and one that I would support, but as I’m sure you’re well aware this will be quite difficult to accomplish and has never previously garnered the type of strong community-wide support that will be required.  I don’t know if that is because of our proximity to Denver, the fact that CU has (admittedly imperfect) facilities and (fine) programs, the CMF at Chautauqua, the reality that cities typically can focus on (and pay for) only a very small number of large endeavors (and Boulder has focused elsewhere, notably Open Space), or some combination of other factors.  And, as you also know, there are many competing community desires, particularly in the realms of recreation and library facilities.  But I hope you pursue this effort nonetheless as it would provide Boulder with a much-needed amenity.

2. What would propose as to capacity of such a facility?

Presumably this would need to be determined by a very careful analysis of cost, location, and the set of proposed uses.  I would imagine there would be significant benefit from having all of the performance groups (would this allow for more than only music?) share this facility, but would that require something so large and flexible as to be unaffordable?

3. What do you think would be the ideal location for such a facility?

In general, I think public facilities like this should be in or near our downtown, and certainly in the core area and close to CU.  Land availability and cost in those areas are, of course, very difficult problems to resolve.  I suppose a more “outlying” location could be possible, but it wouldn’t be my preference – although there may be some potential at Valmont Park (which I think would be better suited for recreational facilities) or some land owned by CU if they would be interested in partnering.

4. Would you support the city’s participation in obtaining a site for such a facility?

I’d support the city’s participation in analyzing this concept and working with the community to locate potential sites.  As with construction costs (next question), I think that the city would need to ask the voters before spending any significant funds.

5. Would you support the city’s taking responsibility in part or in full for obtaining funds for its construction by means of a public bond issue in conjunction with private donations?

This would obviously take a public vote – and I could support putting such an issue on the ballot if there was a strong proposal, well supported by a wide spectrum of community interests, with a significant portion of construction funding coming from partners or other sources, and with operating costs clearly defined and accounted for.

6. Would you be in favor of having the city manage (ie run and maintain) such a facility once it’s operational?

I simply don’t know what the most effective management approach would be, but I would suspect that a non-profit group, perhaps under the auspices of the city, should manage such a facility.

7. Would you support a city-citizen partnership to accomplish this goal?

There is no other way to accomplish it.
2. SUZY AGETON 

Attached are my responses to the survey questions you posed. I am sorry that my very busy schedule did not permit me to respond more fully to your questions. 

I look forward to many more discussions about developing this important and valuable resource. 

Regards, Suzy


1. Do you believe that the city of Boulder should have a municipal facility for the 

performance of Music?

I think it would be desirable to have such a facility.  The biggest challenge is to find a sufficient, ongoing source of revenue to support a performance venue.
2. What would propose as to capacity of such a facility?

I have no idea what the appropriate capacity would be.  I would look to the musical groups that would use such a facility to define their current and future needs.  The capacity should also be tied to economic analyses about what size such a facility needs to be to be economically viable. 
3. What do you think would be the ideal location for such a facility? 

I would want such a facility to be centrally located, to have easy access to transit, restaurants and other activities and services that might be synergistic with musical performances.  I do not have any specific location in mind.
4. Would you support the city’s participation in obtaining a site for such a facility?


This is a difficult a question to answer in a vacuum.  Whether I would support the city’s participation depends upon a variety of factors such as the general economic climate, the City’s budget position, competing City needs and interests, the presence of partners, etc.
5. Would you support the city’s taking responsibility in part or in full for obtaining funds for its construction by means of a public bond issue in conjunction with private donations?


As with question 4, I cannot honestly answer this one without a great deal more information than I have at present.  Your question describes a very specific financial proposal which may or may not be the best way to fund such a venture.  I cannot say I would commit the city to this effort without knowing the context in which I was making this commitment, and what other interests and needs might be left unmet if I directed city dollars to this facility.
6. Would you be in favor of having the city manage (i.e., run and maintain) such a facility once it’s operational?


Inasmuch as the city is currently struggling to manage all the services and programs it currently provides, it is hard for me to envision taking this on without a very solid revenue stream and strong partnerships with both private and non-profit entities.  Managing a performing arts venue is a major undertaking.  I would not commit the city to such an effort unless I was convinced that the business and operational plans were well conceived and supported by the appropriate partners, and that other required and expected city services would not suffer as a result of this effort.
7. Would you support a city-citizen partnership to accomplish this goal?


I would support such a partnership to study the feasibility of developing and 
operating a performing arts venue.  I recognize the cultural and economic value of such a facility.  However, I also know that other communities have struggled to support such ventures when they have not been well financed, 
managed and structured.  So the planning and conception are critical to the success of such a center, including a clear understanding of the markets we would be serving and what competition we would face from surrounding communities.

3. KC BECKER 

Thanks for the opportunity to respond to your questionnaire. I found it informative and interesting. 

Please don't hesitate to contact me with any additional thoughts, ideas, or concerns. KC

1. Do you believe that the city of Boulder should have a municipal facility for the 

performance of Music?

I think the city should have a conference center which can also function as a performing arts venue.
2. What would propose as to capacity of such a facility?

The only existing facility with any capacity to handle large groups is the Spice of Life Event Center. It can accommodate 300 people in 4400 total square feet. We need something larger than this, and closer to downtown. I’m not sure what is the right size, but at least 1000 people with smaller break-out rooms available.  
3. What do you think would be the ideal location for such a facility? 

The conference/performing arts center needs to be located somewhere close to downtown. The Millenium Harvest House site is large and is a beautiful setting, but it is at the outside limits of what would work. (Of course, this site isn’t likely to happen because, as I understand it, the owners have showed no interest in redeveloping). The 13th Street site between Canyon and Arapaho raises concerns for me primarily because of flood plain issues and it may be too small. The University is looking at the Grandview Terrace area, and I think this location makes a lot of sense: it is close to CU and downtown, is a prominent hilltop location, and is large enough to accommodate what we need.

4. Would you support the city’s participation in obtaining a site for such a facility?

The city needs to participate on some level, whether it is obtaining a site, partnering on a parking garage and addressing parking concerns, providing bonding authority, or working to promote it along with the Conventions and Visitor Bureau (CVB) and the Economic Vitality office. 
5. Would you support the city’s taking responsibility in part or in full for obtaining funds for its construction by means of a public bond issue in conjunction with private donations?

Yes. Conference centers are hard to put together, and they often lose money. But they provide important sales and use taxes and accommodations taxes to the city.  A conference center will also help promote the “boulder brand,” part of which, as you mention below, is as a great location for arts and entertainment. 

We also need to think beyond construction and understand what funds would be available for its continued operation and maintenance. 
6. Would you be in favor of having the city manage (ie run and maintain) such a facility once it’s operational?

I’m not sure. This isn’t expertise that the city has, and oftentimes, government doesn’t run things as efficiently as the private sector. I’d need to study the various models under which conference centers usually organize. Right now, CU is taking the lead and they would likely operate it.
7. Would you support a city-citizen partnership to accomplish this goal?

Absolutely! A citizen-city-CU-CVB- partnership would be great. We also need to think about who are the other interested stakeholders and get them involved: Boulder’s Hotel and Motel Association? Downtown Boulder, Inc? 

I hope that this is something the next city council really takes on. For that to happen, I think we need some change on City Council.  I hope the Boulder Music Alliance can help us bring about that change! Please feel free to call or email me with any additional thoughts, concerns, or ideas!
4. SETH BRIGHAM 
As an artist and with a family background that instilled the importance of art in the development of a healthy person and society, I support any developments that advance art and culture. 
I am a writer, photographer and videographer. My father got a Doctorate in Art Education and was an artist in his own right as a painter, sketcher and sculptor. My mother was an accomplished ceramicist, working in many forms. 
As Boulderites, we should pride ourselves on the richness of our city. Our unique cultural resources enhance the aesthetic, intellectual, and educational life of our citizens and our visitors and produce a powerful economic effect, employing thousands and generating new businesses. 

As we face deficits in city government, the obvious importance of a cultural sector to the City’s prosperity and destiny needs a driving vision to help sustain and expand Boulder’s leadership in the century ahead. 

Culture counts as an indispensable tool in designing and carrying out that vision. 

1. Do you believe that the city of Boulder should have a municipal facility for the performance of Music? 

I am not sure if you have the numbers to exclusively have a facility for the performance of music, but generally, a primarily non-profit performing arts facility is a good idea. Perhaps, it could have a combined arts/culture use. I think the point would be to maximize the use of the "center." 

For example, combining uses with drama and dance and having an educational component, providing a place for youth to get involved with the performing arts, would be beneficial in furthering your goals. But, this is your "vision" and seems to be in the conceptual phase. 

If you have begun "brainstorming" it would be helpful to learn more about what you are considering. 

I would think there would be public meetings, eventually, in which your ideas and others from the community would be considered. 

2. What would propose as to capacity of such a facility? 

Again, I'm not sure a to the "exclusivity" of such a facility, whether it would combine uses. As such, I wouldn't be qualified to say, whether you might want or need a smaller venue that seats between 500-650 or more of a concert hall, which would be in the range 2,500 capacity. 

3. What do you think would be the ideal location for such a facility? 

Not sure of the size of the facility needed, but I have some suggestions. 

There is an area just east of the St. Julien Hotel that the city has available to them. 

Whether that space would be large enough for what you are envisioning? I don't know, but, Lisa Morzel and Crystal Gray are liaisons in regard to this space. It would be good to have such a facility located downtown as this space is, though, my concern is always additional "congestion." 

As well, with some pushing for a redevelopment of the Hill District, I think it would be great to bring a performing arts facility to that location, that will help enhance the hill by drawing a more diverse crowd to the hill. And, it's close to the University.  The owner of the theater at 13th and College is having a hard time getting permission to use his facility for a variety of purposes, including performance, arts and culture. It's possible that you could work with this business owner in creating a facility for the performing arts. 

As the Transit Village begins to develop, this might also become a good location. 

Finally, is it possible to have discussions with the city, council and the Boulder Museum of Contemporary Arts? 

I think they could use some expanding, and, the city owns space in the surrounding area. 

I'd like to see an upgrade for that Museum. In conjunction with that, one could conglomerate into a larger facility with a sufficiently sized theater for music, drama and dance. 

Or, the facilities could be closely linked within that area. 

4. Would you support the city’s participation in obtaining a site for such a facility? 

I would support city participation in obtaining such a site. And, if owned by the city, as has been historically done with other non-profits, allow use of the facility at discount rental rates, with 20 year leases. 

5. Would you support the city’s taking responsibility in part or in full for obtaining funds for its construction by means of a public bond issue in conjunction with private donations? 

I would, in part or in full. 

I'd rather see contributions from both public bonds and private donations. 

Especially, if we can find city land that is in the appropriate area/location for such a facility. With additional private donations, you might have more "rights" in regard to ownership. 

6. Would you be in favor of having the city manage (ie run and maintain) such a facility once it’s operational? 

I'm not sure I'd be in favor of the city "running" such a facility. I've seen some incompetence within city government and would rather see some person or group take on the responsibility to "run" such a facility, some person(s) or organization with a background in the performing arts and facilities management. 

As for maintaining it, I think that would be dependent on how involved the city is? Will programs within the city also have use and availability? With multiple uses that benefit the community as a whole, I would favor the city assisting in the maintenance of the facility. 
7. Would you support a city-citizen partnership to accomplish this goal? 

Yes. The center would most likely pick up momentum with its partnership from both the public and private sectors. And, a collaborative effort of public meetings, so the wider community has a voice in the process. 

This partnership could create a community arts facility offering art education, gallery exhibits, dance, music and theater to the residents of Boulder and surrounding communities. 

The facility could be a centerpiece for use by art groups, live performance and the city public school system to reintroduce art (specifically, performance art) to the curriculum of the elementary and middle schools. 

In this "vision," I'd expect a larger venue, closer to the 2,500 seating capacity. 

And, I think there is wide public support for such a facility. 

As a council member, I would make a commitment to moving forward with exceptional opportunities achieved by forging partnerships with corporations, community organizations and individuals working together to make this performing arts facility flourish. 

5. MACON COWLES 

I am pleased to respond to the questions posed by the Boulder Music Alliance. I am attaching my responses. I would very much like to have the support of artists and musicians in Boulder. I serve on the Board of the Boulder Museum of Contemporary Art, and I have myself been a musician (voice, horn, piano, guitar) at times in my life when I have not been engaged in civic matters.

1. Do you believe that the city of Boulder should have a municipal facility for the 

performance of Music?

Yes. I don’t think that our City is complete without a performing arts center. It would be a huge benefit to our town, and would be a focus of creativity. Such a center would develop generations of artists and musicians, and become a center of culture, performance, arts and learning. It would pick up the performance arts and move them to a whole new level. It would be magnificent.

We know that when the arts flourish in a town, it invigorates the economy and the culture of the community. A study completed for Boulder three years ago shows that money invested in fostering the arts is returned many times over within the community.

2. What would propose as to capacity of such a facility? 

This is something that should be studied, with the most important input coming from the Boulder Music Alliance. But I would think that a performing arts center in Boulder should have a capacity in the range of 900-1,400 people.

3. What do you think would be the ideal location for such a facility? 

I do not know. We could find a site for a performing arts center through a public process to determine what site would be best suited to it. It should be one that has synergy with other ancillary services: transportation, restaurants and bars, parking, convenience to Boulder patrons, convenience to regional visitors, proximity to the conference center under discussion at CU, proximity to CU, among them.

4.Would you support the city’s participation in obtaining a site for such a facility?

I would support the City’s facilitating the site selection process.

5.Would you support the city’s taking responsibility in part or in full for obtaining funds for its construction by means of a public bond issue in conjunction with private donations?

I might support the City using its bonding capacity to assist in the creation of a performing arts center. However, the money to build such a facility would have to come primarily from private funds. Regrettably, the City budget is stretched too thin for the foreseeable future to build such a facility with City money.
6.Would you be in favor of having the city manage (ie run and maintain) such a facility once it’s operational?

I would favor studying this possibility. It certainly could be considered, but I would want to know that city management would not dampen the creativity or ambition of the performing arts community.
7.Would you support a city-citizen partnership to accomplish this goal?

I would, if there is a realistic possibility for this to happen. I feel that we need a performing arts center, and that the City is not complete without one. As I think about the ways in which a performing arts center could be built, the only way I can see the idea gaining the necessary support is through a substantial private bequest and endowment. 

6. FENNO HOFFMAN 

1. Do you believe that the city of Boulder should have a municipal facility for the 

performance of Music?

Perhaps. However, we also have CU facilities which we might share. When I was on the regular Board of the Dairy, I helped create the Community Box Office to help coordinate and share existing facilities among several funding starved organizations.  I think we should match the supply of performance space with the demand and not simply build a municipal facility because it sounds nice (pun intended) or because other cities have them. I have nothing against trying to build a municipal music hall, but I would hate to cut police funding to build something that is redundant with existing facilities at CU, the Dairy or another organization. Balancing our budget requires this kind of discipline.  

2. What would propose as to capacity of such a facility? 

The supply of space should match the demand, or fill gaps in existing venue sizes. I do recall Boulder being short of space sized between the IMIG auditorium and Old Main. Was it 200-300 seats.  I can’t recall. Regardless, it’s not Council’s role to choose a size, but rather make sure somebody does a study that describes existing facilities, estimates demand and makes a case for a specific size facility. 

3. What do you think would be the ideal location for such a facility? 

Again, the same process as above. Council is notorious for proposing nifty ideas without any studies to support them. Locating a large performance space is a complex process that involves land availability and cost, parking spaces and transit availability, height limits, alternative development opportunities, co-development synergies, timing and a number of things that someone making the case for such a facility would need to examine and present to Council.

4. Would you support the city’s participation in obtaining a site for such a facility?

It depends on how strong the case was to justify such a facility. Council has all sorts of wish lists from special interest groups, but we have a very tight budget and very few discretionary funds to allocate on big projects like this. The arts are certainly a wonderful and critically important part of any city’s economy and culture. I know that from working on the Dairy Board for 6 years.

5. Would you support the city’s taking responsibility in part or in full for obtaining funds for its construction by means of a public bond issue in conjunction with private donations?

It depends on how strong the case was for the facility, compared with other cases from other groups, on other Bond obligations and on the estimated revenues expected in the near and long term.  A council candidate can’t say anything very different from this and remain responsible for a complex budget with competing priorities. I’d love to just say “YES” to all these questions, but that would be irresponsible.
6.Would you be in favor of having the city manage (ie run and maintain) such a facility once it’s operational?

Probably not. The Dairy has a fairly successful public-private partnership that assigns operational management to the art & performance side while retaining public control of the major capital assets. Something like that might be feasible in this case too.

7. Would you support a city-citizen partnership to accomplish this goal?
I’m not sure what you mean by a “city-citizen” partnership. Usually citizens participate by purchasing event tickets, doing fundraising and volunteering. 

7. KEVIN HOTALING – No response received

8. GEORGE KARAKEHIAN 
I appreciate the opportunity to address your questions regarding a dedicated arts facility. While I support the spirit of the conclusions in your questionnaire document, I find it very difficult to address your specific questions. As a candidate for council, I hesitate to comment on such a hypothetical proposal. If elected to council, I promise to focus my efforts on sensible priorities and economic progress. The arts will undoubtedly play a role in that progress. I look forward to working with groups like the Boulder Music Alliance in helping to keep Boulder such a great place to live and visit.

9. VALERIE MITCHELL 
Thank you for the opportunity to address your concerns!

I can answer some of the questions simply by saying, yes, I am and  always will be a supporter of the arts. I come from a family of painters, I understand the need and desire to have a space dedicated to our incredibly talented community. I also understand that there are many people in Boulder that are against adding more growth or development to our city and might protest to such an idea, but I think it's possible to find a middle ground. It enriches our lives to have access to the arts, whether it be music, acting or artwork, we need to embrace and promote our local talent. 

I think it would benefit Boulder greatly to keep a venue for music downtown, centrally located. This might require some hurdle jumping, but if it's the best spot for a venue, then we have to work to make it happen. CU is considering building a convention center and for large performances, that might be appropriate. (addressing the capacity question, this additional option might help alleviate stress in determining the proper size, seating, etc. for a venue downtown.) 

It would demand a strong partnership with the University, something I think is wise to have in place, anyway. If the City of Boulder is interested in something smaller we should start by discussing our options as a group- the city and the arts community. No one understands the needs of your organizations better than you.  I would work to make sure the community is involved in the process.

Would I support public bonds as well as private donations, I would have to do more research, but I'm open to the idea. I would be in favor of having a city / citizen relationship to maintain and staff the venue. City funds could help offset the maintenance part and a strong group of volunteers could help tremendously in keeping down the payroll cost.

Thanks for your time and consideration.

10. TIM PLASS 
1. Do you believe that the city of Boulder should have a municipal facility

for the performance of Music?

I think that the possibility of a municipal performance space for music is exciting. I believe that the downtown area could significantly benefit from such a facility, which could serve as an attraction to both residents and visitors alike. I would need to know more about the possible locations and the costs to the city before proceeding. I look forward to consulting with the BMA on these issues.

2. What would you propose as to capacity of such a facility?

I don't know. It seems that a capacity of around 500 or so might be appropriate. Again, I would look to the BMA for guidance.

3. What do you think would be the ideal location for such a facility?

I would like to see such a facility downtown. One location that comes to mind immediately is the civic pad near the St. Julien. Another is the space near BMOCA and the Teahouse. Locating a music facility there seems to be a natural complement to the cultural amenities already sited along 13th St.

4. Would you support the city’s participation in obtaining a site for such a

facility?

I would be interested in exploring city participation in obtaining an appropriate site. But, given the constraints on the city budget, we would need to be creative in how to structure such a venture. Again, the civic pad might provide a good opportunity.

5. Would you support the city’s taking responsibility in part or in full for

obtaining funds for its construction by means of a public bond issue in

conjunction with private donations?

I would be willing to consider a public/private partnership with regard to the construction of such a facility. I would need more information as to costs, community support and the extent of private contributions before reaching a more definitive answer.

6. Would you be in favor of having the city manage (ie run and maintain)

such a facility once it’s operational?

While having the city run the facility would be an option, it might prove more economical to have a third party, perhaps a non-profit, take the lead. Again, I would need more information.

7. Would you support a city-citizen partnership to accomplish this goal?

Yes. Public/private partnerships are key to stretching city dollars and getting the larger community involved. By partnering with our citizens and our non-profits, the city receives maximum benefit for the people of Boulder.
11.  JYOTSNA RAJ 

1. Do you believe that the city of Boulder should have a municipal facility for the performance of Music?
I think this would be a good idea, especially since many other similar sized cities along the Front Range seem to have one.

2. What would propose as to capacity of such a facility? 

Without further study, the best I can say is that it should be bigger than Grusin and smaller than Macky.

3. What do you think would be the ideal location for such a facility?

It would obviously have to be located downtown or in between downtown and the Hill, in order for it to be close to restaurants, shops, etc. and the Pearl Street Mall.

4. Would you support the city’s participation in obtaining a site for such a facility?

Yes.

5.     Would you support the city’s taking responsibility in part or in full for obtaining funds for its construction by means of a public bond issue in conjunction with private donations?

Since the City of Boulder was willing to tax itself with a Carbon Tax to help us reach our Climate Action goals, if they value music and musical performances to the same degree such a tax may be a possibility, especially in conjunction with private donations.

6.      Would you be in favor of having the city manage (ie run and maintain) such a facility once it’s operational?

Even as a candidate for City Council, not yet on Council itself, I get the sense that the City does not have much appetite for running such a facility. Except perhaps in partnership with a Board of various local music organizations. 

7.     Would you support a city-citizen partnership to accomplish this goal?

Yes.

12.  BARRY SIFF – No response received

13. ROB SMOKE  

1. Do you believe that the city of Boulder should have a municipal facility for the 

performance of Music?

YES; why not?

2. What would propose as to capacity of such a facility? 

I don’t know, but would be open to seeing a large facility.

3. What do you think would be the ideal location for such a facility?

The Transit Village plan is screwier than a rabid squirrel, with very few amenities. I think that might be a good location. Also, I would support a ballot initiative that put it on the specific open space that abuts the IBM campus. That strip could be developed in an environmentally smart way and it would not damage the city’s open space program to put in a cultural center there, which would have easy access for both Boulder and Longmont, increasing the economic viability of such a project. Downtown might also be a good spot.

4. Would you support the city’s participation in obtaining a site for such a facility?

YES

5. Would you support the city’s taking responsibility in part or in full for obtaining funds for its construction by means of a public bond issue in conjunction with private donations?

YES, definitely.

6. Would you be in favor of having the city manage (ie run and maintain) such a facility once it’s operational?

Probably not. There are various problems with that idea.

7. Would you support a city-citizen partnership to accomplish this goal?

Yeah, absolutely; now how ‘bout a softball question for a change?

End of report. Please vote!

