Comment Period Underway for Christo and Jeanne-Claude’s Over The River 
The Bureau of Land Management (BLM) recently began accepting public comments on the Draft Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) for Christo and Jeanne-Claude’s proposed temporary work of art Over The River. Christo has proposed suspending 5.9 total miles of silvery, luminous fabric panels high above the Arkansas River along a 40-mile stretch between Salida and Cañon City in central Colorado. If approved, the project would be displayed for two weeks in 2013, at the earliest. 
Over The River will be an incredible cultural and historical event for Colorado, and it will also have substantial economic benefits for the entire state. During its two-week exhibition period, the project is expected to be one of the largest visitor attractions in the state. In fact, the Draft EIS estimates that the economic benefit for the state will total over $121 million. Consistent with their past works of art, Over The River is being funded entirely by the artists, so all economic benefits would occur without public subsidy or taxpayer support. 
Along with his late wife Jeanne-Claude, Christo has spent more than 40 years creating highly celebrated temporary works of art around the world, including The Gates in New York City’s Central Park, Wrapped Reichstag in Berlin, and Running Fence in California’s Marin and Sonoma Counties. Together, this dynamic couple has changed the concept of public art by creating large-scale temporary works that are truly transitory by design — and never requiring viewing fees.

The Draft Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) is part of the permitting process for Over The River, and the document contains a comprehensive analysis of the project’s potential impacts and benefits, as well as possible mitigation measures. Public comments will help to influence the BLM’s final decision on the proposed temporary work of art. It is critically important that supporters submit their comments to the BLM during the 45-day public comment period from July 16 through August 30, 2010. 

You can email comments to co_otr_comments@blm.gov or fill out a comment form online at http://www.blm.gov/co/st/en/fo/rgfo/planning/otr/comment_form.html.  Comments can also be faxed (719-269-8599) or mailed (BLM Royal Gorge Field Office, OTR Comments, 3028 E. Main St., Canon City, CO 81212).
The Over The River project team has drafted a list of suggested topics to consider when you write your comment (click here to view). Of greatest importance are the different alternatives under consideration. The Draft EIS outlines several different alternatives for Over The River, but only one option carries out Christo and Jeanne-Claude’s original artistic vision. Commenters are encouraged to express their support of the project as it was originally proposed by the artists (described in the Draft EIS as Alternative 1a). You can download the Executive Summary of the Draft EIS on the Over The River website (go to www.overtheriverinfo.com and click “Get Involved”), or you can view the full Draft EIS document by clicking here.

The BLM will also accept written and oral comments at four public meetings. Each meeting will begin with an open house at 4 p.m. followed by a formal public comment session beginning at 6 p.m. Details are as follows:
Cañon City – Monday, August 9, 2010

Harrison K-8 School: 920 Field Avenue 

Cañon City, CO

Salida – Tuesday, August 10, 2010

Salida High School: 905 D Street

Salida, CO

Cotopaxi – Wednesday, August 11, 2010

Cotopaxi School: 345 County Road 12

Cotopaxi, CO

Denver – Thursday, August 12, 2010
Doubletree Hotel Denver: 3203 Quebec Street 
Denver, CO

This temporary work of art is an incredible opportunity for Colorado, and we hope that you will take the time to voice your support to the BLM during the public comment period. For more information, go to www.overtheriverinfo.com. 
